Saint-Simon                267

you were compelled to eat with as good a countenance
as though you had tasted nothing since the previous
night. He was as inconsiderate in other and more
delicate matters; and ladies, in his long drives and
stations, had often occasion to curse him. The Du-
chesse de Chevreuse once rode all the way from Ver-
sailles to Fontainebleau in such extremity, that several
times she was well-nigh losing consciousness.

The King, who was fond of air, liked all the windows
to be lowered; he would have been much displeased
had any lady drawn a curtain for protection against
sun, wind, or cold. No inconvenience or incommodity
was allowed to be even perceived; and the King al-
ways went very quickly, most frequently with relays.
To faint was a fault past hope of pardon.

Madame de Maintenon, who feared the air and many
other inconveniences, could gain no privilege over the
others. All she obtained, under pretence of modesty
and other reasons, was permission to journey apart;
but whatever condition she might be in, she was
obliged to follow the King, and be ready to receive him
in her rooms by the time he was ready to enter them.
She made many journeys to Marly in a state such as
would have saved a servant from movement. She made
one to Fontainebleau when it seemed not unlikely that
she would die on the road! In whatever condition
she might be, the King went to her at his ordinary hour
and did what he had projected; though several times
she was in bed, profusely sweating away a fever. The
King, who as I have said, was fond of air, and feared
warm rooms, was astonished upon arriving to find
everything close shut, and ordered the windows to be